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BANGLADESH 


GOVERNMENT BEGINS TO REORGANIZE ADMINISTRATION 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 28 Jun 80 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Finance Minister, Mr Saifur Rahman, told the Jativa Sangsad on 
Friday that the Government was taking measures for reorganising the admin- 
istrative structure to suit the needs of the country. 


The Finance Minister was replying to the criticiems made by the Opposition 
members while moving their cut motions on the demand for grants uader the 

head general administration,” amounting to Taka 47 crore 67 iakh 92 thou- 

sand. [as published] 


The Finance Minister obtained approval of the House for the demand, which 
earlier rejected 132 cut motions from the Opposition benches. 


He said that the Government aware of the need for recasting the adminis- 
trative system. He, however, added that the reorganisation was not 
possible overnight. 


Mr Rahman mentioned in this connection that the first government of the 
country had also felt the need fo recasting the administration, and had 
set up two commissions for recommendations on the submit. [as published! 
The then Government could not imp ement the recommendations. 


He said that the present government also constituted a service reorganis- 
ing committee. Its recommendations, he said, were quite similar to those 
of the earlier commissions. The Government had been taking steps to re- 
cast the administration on the basis of the recommendations, he said. 


Replying to the criticism of the Opposition members the Minister said 
that helicopters were acquired by the Government to ensure speedy move- 
ment by the President for his personal acquaintance with the progress of 
development projects. 


Corruption 


He mentioned that the Government was aware of the corruption in the 
administration and was taking remedial measures. The Minister said that 
corruption was associated with under development and that all the devel- 
oping countries had similar problem. 
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teplying to another criticism of the Opposition Mr Rahman said that senior 
service pool was 4@ moat modern and scientific method of reorganising the 
administrative structure, 


the Finance Minister also said that the Government had taken measures to 
reduce admivistrative expenditures, The Ministers, he said, hac been 
using small cars with over fuel consumption, 


Home Minister Lt Col (Retd) Mustafizur Rahman, speaking briefly on the 
demand refuted the Opposition allegation that number of crimse in the 
courtry had increased, [as published] 


Earlier, moving their cut motions Opposition members criticised the "“oppres- 
sive and antipeople nature of the bureaucratic administration" its corrup- 
tion and the wastage of Government resources caused by it. 


Mr Salahuddin Yasuf (AL=-Malek) said the law and order situation in the 

country had detriorated [as published] alarmingly. He alleged that the 
Government had been patronising corruption and criminals to perpetuate 

its rule, 


Mr Suranjeet Sengupta said "in the Government offices nothing moves 
without bribe." Even when some one goes to the police to lodge an 
‘ejhar for the theft of his cow he has to offer 555 cigerette as bribe. 


Mr Rashed Khan Menon demanded democratisation of the administration. He 
criticised the induction of retired military personnel in civil adminis- 
tration. He also demanded repeal of Non-gazetted Government Employees 
Discipline (Special Provision) Ordinance. 


Mr Abdul Muttalib Khan Pathan of JSD called for recasting the administra- 
tion to make it pro-people. 


Other who spoke opposing the cut motions were Mrs Razia Faiz (ML), Mr 
Saduzzaman (AL=-Malek), Mr Ibrahim Khalil (ML), Haji Shafiqullah (IDL) Col 
(Retd) Anwarullah (AL-Malek) and Mr Imajuddin Pramanik (AL-Malek). 
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BANGLADESH 


APPEAL FOR UNITED POLITICAL PARTY DENOUNCED 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 26 Jun 80 p 12 
|\Text| Nine leaders of Jatiyvya Ganamukti Union (JAGMU) in a statement on 


Wednesday expressed their surprise at the call for formation of a united 
political party given by eight political leaders including their party 
president and general secretary. 

They urged the party “resident Haji Mohammad Danesh and General Secretary 
Mr Sirajul Hossain Khan to desist from “irresponsible activities.” They 
said that without consulting any forum of the JAGMU including the Stand- 
ing Committee for the unity talks the President and the General Secretary's 
statement on the progress of the formation of one party had given rise to 
many questions at different levels of the organisation. 


The nine JAGMU leaders further criticised party President and General 
Secretary. They said that it was due to their failure that opinions con- 
trary to the principles and policy of the party were placed in the state- 
ment of the Ganotantrik Front at a recent press conference. JAGMU is a 
component of the frouc. 


They further said that the basis for a greater political party should be 
"mass-politics"” JAGMU cannot join hands with those who want to “save the 
comprador bureaucrat  Vovernment" with the slogan of "national independence 
in danger,” they said. 


The statement was issued by Messrs Osman Ghani, Abul Bashar, A.T.M. Nija- 
muddin, Vice-Presidents, Shahqur Rahman Majumder, Asstt General Secretary, 
Belayet Hossan Majumder, Finance Secretary, Ayubur Rahman, Labour Secre- 
tary, Subhas Chandra Bhowmik, Agriculture Secretary, Saeed Khan Publicity 
Secretary and [mamul Huq Osmani, Office Secretary of the JAGMU. 
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BANGLADESH 


NATIONAL ECONOMIC COUNCIL REVIEWS NEW PLAN TARGETS 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 26 Jun 80 p 1 


[Text] The National Economic Council on Wednesday decided to achieve 
self-sufficiency in producing basic components of engineering products 
and electronic goods by the terminal year of the Second Five-Year Plan, 
reports BSS. 


The NEC meeting at Bangabhaban with President Ziaur Rahman in the chair 
reviewed the Second Plan target of producing diesel engines, power pumps 
buses trucks bicycles etc. in the light of requirements for supporting 
the agriculture to achieve the objective of doubling food production aud 
ensuring cheap and efficient public transportation. Production target 
of fertilizer, paper, newsprint and manmade fibres also came up for dis- 
cussions. 


The Council directed that most of the components needed for manufacture 
of buses, trucks bicycles, diesel engines and power pumps should be pro- 
duced gradually in the country and specific projects should be included 
in the Second Plan for this purpose. 


While stressing the need for exploring the possibilities of setting up of 
export oriented projects like sponge iron, methanol and chemical fertili- 
zer by using gas the Council decided to set up fertilizer plants in the 
private sector to fully exploit country's export potential of this item. 
It was noted that present plan of producing urea would meet our require- 
ments in the next few years. 


It also directed to increase the production of pulp paper and newsprint 
for exporting these items in substantial quantity by taking up more pro- 
jects for producing pulp and paper with local raw materials like jute 
cutting jute sticks and wheat straw. 


The Second Plan provisions for the setting up of four new sugar mills and 
expansion of other six in the northern districts were reviewed and the 
Council directed to expedite the implementation of the projects including 





the setting up of down stream projects Like distilleries, paper and 
cattle=teed based on molasses and baggasse. 


lhe NLC also reviewed the process of sanctioning industries in the pri 
vate sector in the less developed areas of the country, namely Rajshahi 
Division, Potuakhali and Barisal. The Council directed that more indu 
tries should be sanctioned on priority basis in these areas. 
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BANGLADESH 


COMMERCE SECRETARY REPORTS ON INDIAN TRADE TALKS 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 25 Jun 80 pp 1, 12 


[Text] India has agreed to intensify its efforts fox increasing imports 
from Bangladesh with a view to reducing the existing imbalance in trade 
between the two countries Commerce Secretary Mr Matiur Rahman told newsmen 
on return from New Delhi on Tuesday, reports BSS. 


Mr Rahman who led the four-man Bangladesh delegation to the June 21 to 24 
annual trade review talks held in the Indian capital said that India would 
import from Bangladesh wet blue leather. newsprint, paper, rayon yarn, and 
molasses. India would also consider importing from Bangladesh zamdani, 
saree, furnace oil, drugs and medicines and handicrafts, he added. 


The Commerce Secretary described his talks with Indian officials as ‘very 
successful’ and said that a detailed review of the progress of bilateral 
trade was undertaken during the talks. 


Bangladesh exported goods worth about Taka 17 crore in 1979-80 as against 
only Taka four crore in 1978-79. On the other hand, Indian exports to 
Bangladesh were around Taka 67 crore in each of the two years under review. 
The increase in volume of Bangladesh exports in 1979-80 was attributed to 
the Indian purchase of jute manufactures from this country. 


Mr Rahman said that Indian imports from Bangladesh were expected to be in 
the order of Taka 50 crore in fiscal 1980-81 mainly for sale of wet blue 
leather from here. Export of wet blue leather can alone fetch Taka 25 
crore in 1980-81, it was stated, 


During talks the two side also stressed the need for increased contacts 
at official and businessmen level for growth of bilateral trade. The 
designation of ‘focal points' in the Ministries of Commerce of the two 
countries also contributed to the growth of bilteral trade in the last 
two years, Mr Rahman added. 


In reply to a question the leader of Bangladesh trade delegation said ~— at 
his side had also requested for concessional import tariff on export of 








ramdani sarees from Bangladesh to India which was now rated 150 percent 
on ad valorem, india has earlier provided reduced duty entry to some 
Bangladesh commodities within the framéwork of the Bangkok Agreement of 
1975, 


Both sides also stressed on improving the existing transport facilities 
and telecommunication links between the two countries. The possibility 
of setting up trade-creating joint venture industries for manufacture o! 
sponge iron, ‘ertilisers, newsprint, paper and pulp, also came up for 
discussion during the Delhi talks Mr Rahman said that they also discussed 
bilateral cooperation in small and cottage industries. 





The Commerce Secretary said India has also agreed to supply Bangladesh 4000 


Haryana bulls and 500 calf-cows. 


[It was decided that the next annual trade review talks will be held in 
Dacca in December 1980, 


The delegation included, among Choudhury A.K.M, Aminul Huq, Joint 
Secretary, Ministry of Commerc. 
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BANGLADESH 


JOINT MEETING BETWEEN LOCAL, PAKISTANI SHIPPERS HELD 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 26 Jun 80 pp 1, 12 


(Text) Both way cargo freight for shipment in Bangiadesh-Pakistan lines 
will increase Sy 20 percent with effect from July 1, it was announced in 
Dacca on Wedn.sday reports BSS. 


The increase was agreed upon at a joint meeting of the shippers and ship- 
owners held in Dacca on Wednesday, after a series of negotiations among 
all concerned parties. 


Chairman of Bangladesh Shipping Corporation (BSC) Captain M. Shafi pre- 
sided over the meeting. 


Mr S.M. Matiur Rahman a Chairman of Bangladesh Shippers Council, told 
newsmen after the meeting that the enhancement was necessitated by the 
increase in operational costs of both the Bangladeshi and Pakistani 

. {tional shipping lines and other private sector liners operating in the 
route. 


Mr Rahman said that the Bangladesh-Pakistan service was introduced in 
1976 with a very low freight rate as a measure for promotion of bilateral 
trade. There had been no upward revision since then in the cargo freight 
despite 50 to 60 percent increases by other liners, he added. 


BSC had to operate vessels in the route under a 50:50 cargo sharing 
arrangement with the National Shipping Corporation (NSC) of Pakistan 
with very low volume of cargo, Mr Rahmen said. 


In this context, the Shippers Council Chairman said that the two sides-- 
shippers and shipping lines--for the first time since 1976 negotiated the 
freight increase “fruitfully and to the mutual benefit.” 


it was also decided that the commissioning of any BSC vesse. for the 
Persian/Arabian Gulf ports would be declared at least two months ahead 

of any scheduled voyage to promote exports particularly of non-traditional 
items to countries with which bilateral trade was developing. 


C 








lalking to newamen, Captain Shafi said that the National Shipping Corpora 
tions of Bangladesh and Pakistan had taken initiative to form a conterence 
to cover the porte of entire Gulf countries, Bangladesh Government hae 
already approved the constitution of the conference which is now awaiting 
the approval of the Pakistan Government, he added, 


During discussions, the representatives of shippers appreciated the 
Bangladesh national carrier's efforte in promoting trades with the Weat 
Asian countries. The need for regular flow of cargoes as well as reguliar- 
ity of vessels was aleo highlighted. 


The meeting was attended by representatives of Bangladesh Jute Export 
Corporation, Bangladesh Jute Mille Corporation, India-Pakistan-Bangla- 
desh Conference, Bangladesh Jute Association Export Promotion Bureau, 
Chambers of Commerce and Industry, Manufacturer and Exporter Corporations 
and private shipping lines, 
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BANGLADESH 


COUNTRY'S FIRST DIESEL ENGINE FACTORY OPENED 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 27 Jun 80 pp 1, 8 


[Text) Gazipur (Dacca), June 26--Bangladesh Diesel Plant (BDP) country's 
first diesel engine manufacturing factory was formally inaugurated here 
today by Deputy Prime Minister Mr Jamaluddin Ahmed, reports ENA. 


The plant built at a cost of Taka nine crore 88 lakh including a foreign 
exchange component of Taka six crore 66 lakh will manufacture a total of 
8,000 diesel engines a year. 


Inaugurating the plant, Mr Jamaluddin Ahmed said ha. it will not only 
help improve agriculture of the country but will also make remarkable 
contributions in the fields of industry, marine, road transport and thus 
the overall economic development of the nation. 


The Deputy Prime Minister who is also in charge of the Ministry of 
Industries said the Government is committed to provide “total industrial 
support” to agriculture during the Second Five Year Plan. 


He said all sorts of agricultural inputs including power pumps, tractors, 
deep tube wells, shallow tube wells and fertilizers would be ensured for 
doubling food production and radical agricultural change in the country 
within the next five years. 


The inaugural function was also addressed by State Minister for Agricul- 
ture Mr Abdul Manan Sikder, Ambassador of Federal Republic of Germany 
(FRG) in Bangladesh Baron Von Marschall Dr Naziul Islam, Chairman of 
Bangladesh Steel and Engineering Corporation and General Manager of 
Bangladesh Diesel Plant. 


Mr Jamaluddin Ahmed said that with the promotion of Ashuganj Fertiliser 
Factory, the country will be self-sufficient in fertiliser. In addition, 
the Government plans to set up two new fertilizer factories in Chittagong 
and Ghorasal, he said. 
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"We have already achieved total self-sufficiency in power pumps,” the 
Deputy Prime Minister said and hoped “Inshallah, self sufficiency wil! 
be achieved in all other agricultural inputs much befo.e the termina! 
of the Second Five Year Plan,” 


He said the Government has taken up a "people oriented” massive programme 

under the Second Five Year Plan with a view to overcoming poverty, hunger, 
diseases and bringing about a chance [as published) in the quality of life 
of eight crore people in the country. 


Stressing the need for a second technological base in the country, the 
Minister said that all out efforts would be made for it under the SFYP 

so that we do not have to remin any longer dependent on foreign technoi- 
ogies. 


The Deputy Prime Minister also laid emphasis on mobilisation of the entire 
adult population in the development activities and said “we need more 
momentum to reach the goal in quicker possible time.” 


Mr Ahmed thanked the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany for 

extending various technical and financial assistance in setting up the 

plant and said that any assistance .rom outside aimed at the welfare of 
the people would be welcomed. 


In his speech, Mr Abdul Mannar Sikder observed that production of agricul- 
tural items could not be raised in the past because of the shortage of 
power pumps and other inputs. He hoped that the plant would go a long 
way towards doubling food production and bringing about a radical change 
in the field of agriculture. 
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BANGLADESH 


BRIEFS 


AIR INDIA FLIGHT<-Air India, national flag carrier of India, resumed its 
flights to Bangladesh on Thureday after a long gap of about five years. 
The airline suspended its flights to Bangladesh in the early 1976. Air 
India will operate once week between Bombay and Dacca. The incoming 
flight to Dacca will come via Calcutta. On the opening flight, there 
were only 17 passengers from Bombay to Dacca. But on the return flight 
there were capacity passengers. Mr M.K. Dubey, Indian High Commissioner 
in Bangladesh, was also present on the occasion. [Text] [Dacca THE 
BANGLADESH TIMES in English 27 Jun 80 p 8) 


STUDENT LEADER'S DEATH--Vice-President Justice Abdus Sattar on Friday 
expressed deep shock at the death of Shah Mainul Islam, a third year 
student at Rajshahi Medical College and a prominent leader of the Jatiya- 
tabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD) following a ‘dastardly attack on him recently 

by some anti-social elements,’ reports BSS. In a statement the Vice- 
President said, ‘While I condemn the activities of these elements, | 
firmly hope that the law abiding citizens will extend their best coopera- 
tion and assistance to the administration in apprehending culprits respon- 
sible for the death of the student leader.’ [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH 
TIMES in English 28 Jun 80 p 12) 


GOLAM AZAM CITIZENSHIP--Two members of ad-hoc committee Central Command 
Council of Bangladesh Muktijoddha Sangsad in a joint statement to the 
Press on Thursday called for resisting the conspiracies to restore the 
Bangladeshi citizenship of Prof Golam Azam. They said that Prof Golam 
Azam had opposed the independence of Bangladesh and was connected with 
killing of intellectuals during the war of independence. Restoration of 
his citizenship would again contribute to fresh bloodsheds in the coun- 
try, they added. The signatories to the statement were: messrs Mesbat 
Udoin Sabu and Md Shafinqul Islam Khoka. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH 
TIMES in English 28 Jun 80 p 3) 
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LABOR LEADER'S ARKREST=-Major (Red) M,. A. Jalil and Mr A.S.M, Abdur Rab, 
‘resident and General Secretary of the Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal, in a 
statement on Wednesday demanded release of Mr Ali Hossain Talukder, former 
member of JSD national committee and a labour leader of Kaligan). They 
said that Mr Hossain was arrested on Tuesday evening from the Kaligan| 
bagar. They wanted to know the whereabouts, of Mr Hossain and demandes 
an end to harrasament of political workers. [Text] ([Dacea THE BANGLADESH 
TIMES in English 26 Jun 80 p 12) 


AWAMI LEAGUE BREAKAWAYS=-Sheikh Mansur Ali, Publicity Secretary of Jessore 
district Awami League, has joined Bangladesh Nationalists Party with 16 
others, according to a BNP press release in Dacca on Wednesday night, 
reporte BSS. in a presse statement Sheikh Manaur Ali said he was joining 
the BNP, having been impressed with the dynamic and able leadership of 
President Ziaur Rahman and the production-oriented politics of his party. 
Others who joined BNP alongwith Mr Ali include Mohammed Aminullah Miah, 
Chairman, Fatehpur Union Parishad, Mr Shameul Alam, Mr Nurul Islam Milan, 
Mr Abdur Mannaf; Mr Nagrul Islam, Mr Shahidur Rahman; Mr Zakaria Khan, 

Mr Abdul Mannan; Mohammed Munir Hossain, Mr Delwar Hossain Mintoo, 

Mr Abdu Sayeed Sirajul Munir, Mr Mohammed Yahya Hossain; Mr Mohammed Abul, 
Mr Nagmul Alam; Mr Chand Ali and Syed Niru Ahmed. [Excerpt) [Dacce 

THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 26 Jun 80 p 12) 
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INDIA 


‘AFP’ VLEWS CRACKDOWN IN KASHMIR 
OW192036 Paris AFP in English 2027 GMT 19 Aug 80 


|Text] New Delhi, 19 Aug (AFP)--With the detention of 12 more people yester- 
day in Indian-held Kashmir, the total arrests in the crackdown on the seces- 
sionist and communalist organisations in the state since Sunday rose to 190, 
reports said. 


According to the reports, those arres.ved includes prominent officers of the 
militant Jamaat-i-Islami and its youth wing, Islami Jamiat-i-Tulba. 


The police action, which continued “uninterruptedly," also extended to the 
"Mahaze Azadi" (Liberation Front), a secessionist group led by former vice- 
president of the banned Plebscite Front, Sufi Mohammad Akbar, who represented 
the state in India's constituent assembly in the early fifties, reports said. 


Briefing the press in Srinagar, the summer capital of the state, Inspector 
General of Police Peer Ghulam Hassan Shah said that police also searched six 
offices of the secessionist-communalist organisations, which included the 
office of the "Mahaze Azadi." 


Mr Shah said the police had not yet succeeded in arresting the president of 
the Jamaat-i-Tulba, Tajamul Isiam, who had announced that the proposed inter- 
national Islamic Youth Conference would be held on 22 August as scheduled, 
just on the eve of police crackdown on his organisation and others. 


The police chief, however, made it clear that if the youth leader continued 
to elude arrest, the police may resort to “legal remedies." Mr Shah did not 
elaborate. 


The state government has already banned holding of all public meetings for a 
period of one month throughout the state to ensure “peace and harmony.” 


Meanwhile, the situation returned to normal in the Zaiakadal and Maharajgung 
areas, which saw violent clashes between police and irate mobs on Saturday 

and Sunday. The two days of clashes resulted in the death of seven people in 
police firing. 
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INDIA 


POTENTLALLY EXPLOSIVE SITUATION IN TRIPURA REVIEWED 





Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 27 Jun 80 pp 1, 11 
‘Article by J.D. Singh: "“Tripura--Fear of Tribal Insurgency Looms Large" |] 


[Text] Agartala, June 26. The din of the war of words between New Delhi 
and Agartala has almost completely died down for the present. If this is 
evidence of the realisation on the part of the governments at the Centre 
and in the state about the futility of mutual recriminations, it is to be 
welcomed. The situation in Tripura is potentially explosive and, unless 

it is handled with care, it could easily degenerate into the kind of tribal 
insurgency witnessed in the adjoining Union territory of Mizoram. 


Much damage has already been done by past neglect of the state's special 
needs and, in more recent days, by the inexplicable delay in sending 
additional security forces to deal with communal elements. "If I had 
sufficient forces," the chief minister said, "some of the massacres could 
have been prevented." 





If the chief minister's claim is correct--and there is no reason to doubt 
it--then the Centre is truly guilty of negligence. The chief minister 
first asked for additional forces as long ago as May, 1978 when the Janata 
government was in office in New Delhi. The request was repeated in Novem- 
ber 1978. Almost a year went by before the Centre asked the state govern- 
ment, in September, 1979, to furnish grounds in justification of its 
demand. This was promptly done within three days. Still no troops were 
forthcoming. The state again drew the Centre's attention to its demand 

in March and May, 1980. On May 20, it sent an SOS to New Delhi and 
followed it up with a message in June. 


The Centre responded four days after violence had erupted in Tripura on 
a large scale. By then the worst of the massacres, arson and looting had 
already taken place. 


The scale of violence leaves little doubt that the tribal extremists had 
planned their terror campaign against the Bengali population well in 

advance. A minor incident in Lembuchera involving two tribals and a 

Bengali shopkeeper on June 6 provided the spark that ignited the ready tinder. 
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Several versions of the Lembuchera incident are current and even after 
talking to eyeewitnesses one cannot say which ia correct, The version 

one heard trom more than one source is that two tribals came to the market 
to buy a ‘dao’ (sharp-edged weapon) on the penultimate day of the ‘bandh’ 
called by the Tripura Upajati Juba Samiti against Bengali traders, The 
tribals examined the ‘dao' handed to them by the shopkeeper and then 

threw it in his direction. This led to an altercation, Since members 

of both communities were present in the market, the angry exchange of 
words quickly developed into a communal clash. 


Words soon spread to nearby areas and an armed group of 400 tribals was 
seen marching towards the market. But for the timely arrival of the bor- 
der Security Force patrol, a major riot would have taken place there. 


Almost simultaneously a wave of arson and murder swept through the 
western and southern parts of Tripura. The most horrible mass massacre 
was enacted in Mandai Bazar, 35 km from the state capital, where 212 Ben- 
galis (unofficial figures put it between 300 and 400) were butchered at 
one spot. 


From accounts available from those who escape death but lie seriously in- 
jured in hospitals, the savage killings remind one of the harrowing depre- 
dations of Genghis Khan. Indeed the army have in their custody a middle- 
aged tribal nicknamed Conghis Khan who was alleged to have killed 76 
people; their bodies were recovered from the compound of his house. 


Massacre Preplanned 


The Mandai Bazar massacre was pre-planned and premediated. It was not 
spontaneous. The tribal marauders, armed with bows and arrows, ‘daos' 

and country-made guns, raced down the surrounding hills in a surprise 
swoop and gheraoed the 600-odd Bengalis there. The maurauders had divided 
themselves into four groups, each with a specific task to perform. One 
group asked the Bengalis to hand over cash and valuables on promise that 
their lives would be spared. When the Bengalis did 60, they were told to 
go into a compound. From there they were directed towards an open space 
where an “execution squad" hacked them to pieces. 


The massacre went on for several hours. The small police picket in the 
locality simply melted away. A tribal policeman among them actually 
joined the maurauders and helped them in the killings. According to 
people in the nearby areas, frantic calls were made to senior police 
officers in Agartala and it was only after much lapse of time that rein- 
forcements reached the secluded spot 





The tribals had obviously been making preparations for some time. But 

the Bengalis were not unprepared either and immediately mounted reprisals 
against the tribal community. Several tribals comp!ained that the Bengali 
policemen helped the miscreants: they would come in a truck to a tribal 
village to scare away the inhabitants and were soon followed by the Bengali 
arsonists and looters. 
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Since tension had been building up tor the past two years and a number of 
violent incidents had already taken place, it is disingenuous of the state 
xovernment to plead that it was taken unawares by the massacres. The chief 
minister was away in Delhi for talks with the planning commission and in 
his absence, the state cabinet appears to have been paralysed and thrown 
into utter confusion, 


It is obvious that the state's intelligence machinery failed to forewarn 
the government. So did the CPM cadres (5,000 in number). It is diffi- 
cult to believe that CPM workers among tribals did not know about the 
preparations going on for some time. The conclusion is, therefore, ines- 
capable that they deliberately kept the CPM leadership in the dark. 
Apparently tribal loyalty took precedence over allegiance to Marxism. 


Since Tripura shares a long border with Bangladesh and lies next to the 
insurgent-infested Mizoram, there is need for strengthening the intelli- 
gence apparatus in the state. Improvement of communications should also 
get priority. At present, several areas in the state remain inaccessible 
almost throughout the year. 


It will, of course, be impossible to seal the border effectively. The 
terrain along it is difficult. The Mizo insurgents, for example, can 
cross the border into Bangladesh's Chittagong hill tract and the Arakan 
Hills where they have their headquarters. The miscreants in Tripura 
could do the same. 


Graphic Description 


A retired military officer, who had visited that area several times years 
ago, has given graphic description of the dense green hills where sunlight 
never penetrates. "It is so dark even during daytime," he said, "that 

you need a torch or matchstick to find your way. Only those familiar 

with the terrain can go there. Mosquitoes, reptiles and insects abound. 
There are no roads, not even footpaths." 


Supplies of foodgrains or ammunition are at times brought via river in 
Burma. The boat is carried upstream to a point from where the insurgents' 
hideout is about two km by foot. 


Some members of the outlawed Mizo national army are known to have helped 
the miscreants in Tripura. A few Chinese stenguns seized in Tripura were 
alleged to have been used by the Mizos. This link, at present tenuous, 
could grow into menacing proportions if the situation is mishandled. 


The army will no doubt have a vital role to play in the near future. 

Its main task would be to deal sternly with the trouble-makers and, at the 
same time, win over the bulk of the tribal population to its side by its 
sympathetic and friendly approach. 
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What happened earlier this month was a manifestation of the intense 
hated between a section of tribals and Bengalis. It was not a tribal 
uprising. Nor can it be called insurgency. Except for blowing up of a 
few bridges, the miscreants have not attacked civilian and military tar: 
gets. In fact, they run away at the very sight of the army. A few 
incidents of exchange of fire between troops and miscreants have taken 
place. This happened when the latter found themselves trapped and had 
no option but to fire back. 


However, as the troops get involved more and more in peace-keeping opera- 
tions they may become the target of attack by the extremists. There is, 
therefore, need for sensitive handling of the situation. The Centre and 
the state could help by rising above partisan considerations and giving 
full support to the army in its operations. 


Any talk of dismissing the CPM government and imposing President's rule 
on Tripura would not help restore normalcy. In fact, such a step would 
worsen the situation by inviting the wrath of the CPM cadres. 


The ranks of the trouble-makers could easily swell if the aggrieved CPM 
members decide to take revenge. 
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ASSAM TRIBAL COUNCIL APPEALS FOR SEPARATE STATE 


Madras THE HINDU in English 26 Jun 80 p 9 


(Text } 
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NEW DELHI, June 24. 
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ages and promote their education, 
rs. Gandhi had told them. 

Mr. Brahma Choudhury and Mr. 
Nafaary explained that the . 
sence of foreigners was a live 
preston but the PTCA had not 
aken any active part in the cur- 
rent movement in Assam because 
in the name of driving out 
foreigners attempts were bein 
made to make Assam a unilin 
State. 

The plains tribals could not 
allow it as Assam was a multilip. 
gual State of various ethnic com- 
munities. The universities at Gau- 
hati and Dibrugarh must retain 
English as the medium of educa. 
tion or tribals should be provided 
a a separate university, they 
said. 


SARIN’S TALKS IN DELHI 


Meanwhile, Mr. H. C. Sarin, 
Principal Adviser to the Assam 
Governor. who arrived here today 
had dayon talks with senior 
Home joistry Officials on the 
Astam “ituation. The A dele- 
gation aiso had a talk with him. 
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FOREIGN MINISTER TELLS OF PRC ANSWER ON INDIANS 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 28 Jun 80 p 11 
[Excerpt] New Delhi, June 27 (PTI & UNIT) 


The external affairs minister, Mr P.V. Narasimha Rao, today said that 
China, in response to the government's recent queries, had informed that 
there were no Indian nations in Tibet or in any other parts of China. 


He gave this information in the Rajya Sabha in reply to a question by Dr 
Bhai Mahavir and others who drew his attention to recent newspaper reports 
to the effect that there were a number of Indians in Chinese prisons. 


He said in general the Chinese government had taken the line that Indian 
nationals were free to leave Tibet and those who stayed behind had done 
so on their own. 


He said the government had seen reports dated April 19 and June 2 in THE 
TIMES OF INDIA, THE STATESMAN and THE HINDU to this effect. The government 
had since 1958 repeatedly taken up the matter of the return to India of 
persons of Indian origin in Tibet and in formal notes and communications 

to the Chinese government. 


Mr Shiv Shanker recalled the efforts that the government had made to 
ascertain facts. The Chinese had promised to find out facts from his 
government. 


In November, 1979, the ninister pointed out, the first secretary in the 
Chinese embassy was given a "representative list" of six persons believed 
to be held in China. 


The Chinese reply referred to only person having Indian papers hiving 
in China. He was suffering from leprosy and was unwilling to return home. 


Dr Bhaj Mahavir, (JS) said that the statements given by a Ladakhi monk 
(Longsang Thubten) and a Tibetan (Aseten Tashi) indicated that there were 
a number of Indians in Chinese prisons. The minister said the government 
had also drawn China's attention to 129 Muslim families living in Tibet 
and 4,000 -o 6,000 Ladkahi lamas, only a few hundreds of whom returned 

in 1960. But the Chinese questioned the "information," he added. 
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JOURNALISTS VISIT LRAQ TO DISCUSS INDO-IRAQ COOPERATION 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 26 Jun 80 p 3 


[Text] Baghdad, June 25 (UNI)--[raqi Minister for Culture and Information 
Latir Nasayyif Jassim envisages an early agreement between the news agencies 
of India and Iraq. 


He told a team of visiting Indien journalists yesterday that such an 
exchange would be one of the important steps to further promote the exist- 
ing close ties between the two countries. 


xchange in the field of broadcasting and television and agreements between 
ournalists bodies of the two countries were the other steps he mentioned 
to enhance mutual cultural relations. 


Mr Jassim said Indian companies were helping Iraq in the construction of 
building complexes. He note that the engineering projects of India were 
engaged in the construction of the prestigious Council of Ministers build- 
ing and television extension facilities in Baghdad. 


The two countries were also cooperating in agriculture, he said adding 
there was no problem between India and Iraq. ‘At the political level, 
Indo-Iraqi relations are very good.' 


Iraq appreciated India's stand on the Palestine issue, which was the major 
problem the Arabs faced, Mr Jassim said. 


Mr Jassim also expressed appreciation of the coverage of the recent parlia- 


mentary elections in Iraq by the Indian media. He made particular mention 
of the coverage of Iraqi events in small newspaper in India. 
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‘GENUINE MARXIST-LENINISTS' URCED TO UNITE 





Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 26 Jun 80 p 4 


|Text! Two Naxalite groups, the Party Unity and the Communist Krantikari 
Sangathan which have merged to form a new group called the Unity Organiza- 
tion, have issued an appeal to all “genuine Marxist-Leninists” to come 
together. 


It is doubtful, however, if this will ever come true. Only recently, the 
Naxalites led by Mr Satyanarain Singh broke away from the Chandra Pulla 
Reddy group and this split affected their relationship with the Vinod 
Misra group which had decided to participate in common programmes. This 
split has threatened the unity of the Indian Federation of Trade Unions. 


Differences have also arisen between Mr Kanu Sanyal and Mr Ashim Chatter- 
jee, who were once in the same camp. Mr Chatterjee does not agree with 
the formation of an Organizing Committee for the coordination between 
Communist Revolutionaries by Mr Sanyal because he believes it will be 
nothing but an addition to the more than 10 Naxalite groups which are 
already in existence. 


The Party Unity group was formed in November 1978, and like most other 

Naxalite groups, it brings out a magazine. The latest issue admits that 
the Naxalites have been weakened by their division into many groups, but 
felt that success would come if one followed Charu Mazumdar's line. 


The Communist Krantikari Sangathan is said to have some influence in the 
Palamau area of Bihar. It was a part of the All India Coordination Com- 
mittee of Communist Revolutionaries which was set up in the wake of the 
Naxalbari uprising in 1967-68. But like the Maoist Communist Centre, the 
Krantikari Sangathan did not join the CPI(M-L) which was set up in 1969 
after the AICCCR was dissolved. 
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LOK DAL PROTESTS AGAINST CREATION OF ‘SANJAY LEGEND ' 


Executive Resolution Summarized 


Calcutta THE STATCSMAN in English 29 Jun 80 p 1 
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‘No lmpropriety Involved’ 
alcutta THE STATESMAN in English 30 Jun 80 p i 
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DETAILS OF NEW OIL, GAS FINDS REPORTED 
Madras THE HINDU in English 27 Jun 80 p 1 


(Text } NEW DELHI, June 26. 
Oil has been tound in the Bay of Bengal off the 
Andhra coast near Machilipatnam and gas off the 
Andamans near Port Blair. 
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WEST BENGAL CONSIDERS PROBLEM OF FOREIGNERS 





Madras THE HINDU in English 29 Jun 80 p 2 


[Text | 
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hurses in Jnargram hospital, 
4 tribal interpreter in Jhar- 
gram court and at least 25 
tribal guards in the forest 
department. 








Not all the demands of the 
tribals in Jhargram or of those 
in North Bengal, are unreason- 
able but what is worrying the 
overnment is the anti-Bengali 
character of all these move- 
ments. Taken in the context of 
the North-Eastern fracas, this 
is disturbing because the Ben- 
gali is increasingly being 
pushed into the role of an out: 
sider in every sense of the 
term--now even in West Bengal. 


This is not a happy state of 
affairs for a community which 
is numerically very large be- 
cause if retaliation starts, the 
resultant mess would be far 
worse than what it is today. 
And retaliation has taken place 
on alimited scale in Assam, 
while in Tripura the growth of 
the militantly parochial Amra 


ard } 
Bengali group is an established ORISA y 
reality of Tripura politics ber eof Benge | 


since the middie of last year. 














In West Bengal, the Bengalis have been behaving with exemplary restraint 
despite the presence of organisations like the Amra Bengali and its men- 
tor the Ananda Marg. The experienced and welloiled organisations of the 
national political parties in this State have perhaps played an impor- 
tant part in keeping matters under control--this has to be viewed against 
the situation in Assam where national political parties have been, by and 
large, consigned to the rubbish heap. 


Nevertheless, symptoms are visible that the cancer is spreading from the 
North-East and prompt surgery is called for. If the carcinogen is o! 
foreign origin, it has to be ripped out before it ourrows any further 
into the polity and the West Bengal Government may well be on the right 
track though it has to proceed carefully. 











ihe latest variant of the foreign conspiracy heard by this correspondent 
in that super power space satellites have been able to locate enormous 
leposits of oi] and natural gas in the North-Eastern region of India 
thanks to advanced electronic surveillance. That is why North-East 
India=Bangladesh is already known to be floating on natural gas and 
recent reports indicate that there is gas and oil around the Andamans in 
the Bay of Bengal--has assumed strategic importance. A sinister super- 
power attempt is on to wrench the North-East away from India because 
"there is oil in them thar hills" as the old prospector might have 


muttered! 
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CORRESPONDENT REPORTS CASTELSM 'RAMPANT' IN WEST BENGAL 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 27 Jun 80 p 9 


|fext) A four-day stay in West Bengal has convinced the Backward Classes 
Commission that casteism in this State "is not only as rampant as in other 
places, in cases it ts an even greater menace," 


The Commission members visited Midnapore, Burdwan and Bangkura towns, a 
couple of villages in Bankura district and on Thursday heard representa- 
tions for about three hours in Calcutta. 


While the Commission heard representatives from a large number of 
people, who talked of their economic difficulties, it was not sure 
whether all of them belonged to “socially and educationally backward 
classes."" Mr B.?P. Mandal, chairman of the Commission, told a Press 
conference that the criteria for defining backward classes, other than 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes would be fixed later. 


The Commission members are engaged in an ideological controversy with 
the Left Front Ministry in the State. Having heard from the Chief Min- 
ister on Wednesday that the Marxists believed social divisions existed 
only along economic lines, Mr Mandal observed "If Mr Karl Marx were born 
in Calcutta, he would have realized that caste plays an equally impor- 
tant factor in denying people their rights. Thus, even if a backward 
community was economically weli off, its members need to be protected 

by the Government.” 


His solution to the problem was, however essentially economic. He sug- 
gested reservation of jobs for “other backward classes." He would not 
agree that such reservation would only help in keeping society perma- 
nently divided along caste lines. 


Mr Mandal maintained that even in West Bengal, "tie lower castes are not 
allowed to Lift their heads and prosper in life by the upper castes.” 
When reporters pointed out that many senior government officials, includ- 
ing a former Chief Secretary, belonged to the Scheduled Caste, he said, 





"that doesn't prove anything.” He also would not agree that reservation 
of jobs for a particular community adversely affected the enterprise of 
its members, 


When reporters pressed Mr Mandal for specific instances of casteism being 
a serious menace in West Bengal, he said, "Il have seen advertisements in 
matrimonial columns of newspapers mentioning the caste of the boy or the 
girl." 
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WEST BENGAL TO STRENGTHEN INTELLIGENCE NETWORK 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 28 Jun 80 p 1 


[Text] The West Bengal Governmen: has initiated measures to strengthen 
the intelligence network in north Bengal and the tribal areas of Midna- 
pore, Purulia and Bankura districts which border Bihar. The State Govern- 
ment is also likely to take up with the Bihar Government the question of 
coordinated action in the border areas because it feels that the move of 
the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha for a separate Jharkhand State is as much 
against the interests of the people of Bihar as of West Bengal. 


A Government spokesman said in Calcutti on Friday that the assistance of 
the Bihar Government would be needed because all the leaders of the Mukti 
Morcha had their bases within that State, from where they operated in 
West Bengal. 


For gearing up the intelligence work ‘n north Bengal, senior officers of 
the Home Department are likely to accompany the Chief Minister during his 
visit to Cooch Behar next week. They will explain to the district authori- 
ties the nature of work expected from the intelligence wing of the police. 
A circular is also expected to be sent to all district magistrates, stat- 
ing the Government's desire for better working of the district intelligence 
branches of the West Bengal Police. 


Initially, the Government is likely to create the posts of Deputy Superin- 
tendent of Police, District Intelligence Branch, in Cooch Behar, Malda, 
Purulia and Bankura, where these do not exist. This will be done to expand 
the base of the intelligence network in these districts. 


According to Government sources, one reason for "revamping" the intelli- 
gence network is not just to have more reports but more thorough reports. 
Recently, the Government has been receiving a number of complaints against 
leaders of the Uttarkhand and Jharkhand movements, as also against foreign 
agencies, and it feels these to be properly assessed before any action is 
taken. In many cases, it has been the experience of the Ministry that it 
has to depend more on political sources for such éssessment. 


In dealing with the Uttarkhand and Jharkhand movements, the Government 
wants to proceed cautiously and to avoid overreacting to situations. 
This is being done to ensure that the non-tribals do not get unnecessarily 


panicky and the tribals jubilant at the Government reacting to any little 
stir on their part. 


) 
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COMPOSITION OF WEST BENGAL PANCHAYATS NOTED 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 28 Jun 80 p 3 


[Text | 
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A sample survey conducted by 
the economic pianning branch of 
the Development and Branning De- 
partinent of the West Bengal Gov- 
ernment has revealed some iiter- 
esting facts about the political affi- 
liation, educational standard aud 
occudation of of 
panchayats 

A spokesman of the State Gov. 
ernment claimed on Friday that 
the random sample survey was re 
presentative in character because 
each of the 3,242 ge 0 pan. 


source constraints. 
ers visited the oanchayats and 
held prolonged discussions with 
the members. 

The <urvey showed that 61% of 
ge ‘panchayats belonged "othe 
a nchaya on ° 
at rie 7% to other constituents 
of the Left Front, 9% to the Con- 
ress ‘I) and 5% to other parties. 

bout 18° of the members were 
Independents. 

The educational standard of 78% 


betwees 
primary and secondary 
school levels. Eight per cent were 
below the primary level, including 


4% able to read and write and 
1% unable to do so. At the other 
end, about 12% of the members 
were graduates and 2% post: 
graduates. 

A little over 30% of the pan- 
chavat members were cultivators 
having thelr own land. About 71% 
of these owner-cultivators had be- 
low five acres of land and 8% 
owned more than 10 acres. About 

landless 


5% of the were 
labourers and about 2% share 
croppers. Nearly 14% of the mem 
bers were teachers, 3% artisans 
and mA hn and about 8% 
were wena . 

Thirty-eig cent of the 
members were een 30 and 40 


ars. 21% were below 30 years 
ind f° ot ibe, members were be 
ow ears. Fou 

above 60 years and other 4% be 
tween 20 and 24 years. 

During the survey, an attempt 
was made to assess the awareness 
of the local people about the acti- 
vities of the nanchavats. [t was 
found that awareness about the 
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WEST BENCAL LAND RECOVERY PROJECT EXTENDED 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 26 Jun 80 p 3 


[text] The West Bengal Government has decided to extend the period oi 
"Operation Barga,"' which was to have ended by the last week of this month, 
by another two months. The movement started in September 1978, aimed at 
recording the names of a million sharecroppers within a year. So far, 

a little less than 900,000 sharecroppers' names have been recorded. 


A spokesman of State Government said that once "Operation Barga'' was 

over, the Government would pay greater attention to the recovery of sur- 
plus land. It was hoped that the sharecroppers, whose names had been 
recorded, would now come forward to help the Government detect "benami" 
surplus land. So far, the sharecroppers had not been able to cooperate 
with the Government, even if they wanted to, because of fear of eviction 
by the jotedars. Now that a large number of sharecroppers' names had been 
recorded, the spokesman hoped, the Government would be able to detect and 
recover more surplus land with their cooperation. 


It was pointed out that last year, the Government recovered 53,400 acres 
of surplus land. The recovery could have been larger but for the disputes 
pending in courts. The Land and Land Revenue Department and the Board of 
Revenue had formed a civil suit cell to ensure proper attention to the 
pending cases. 


During the first half of last year, the recording of names under "Operation 
Barga’’ was stated to be quite satisfactory. But, the work slowed down dur- 
ing the second half because of drought and also because officials were pre- 
occupied with the parliamentary election. Despite the constraints, 250,000 
sharecroppers’ names were recorded during 1979, it was stated. 


Last year, the State Government decided to provide institutional finance 
to 80,000 assignees of vested land and sharecroppers during the kharif 
season. But, only 60,000 received the assistance. The spokesman said 
that the assistance was given to free the poor farmers from the age-old 
economic exploitation by jotedars. The Government proposed to assist 
180,000 such cultivators during the current kharif season. 


34 





lhe spokesman said that the State Government had taken up a new scheme to 
provide economic assistance to 50,000 assignees of vested land under the 
Integrated Rural Development Programme, He said that the scheme was to 
make these people economically self-sufficient by providing them with 
small irrigation facilities and agricultural implements. Arrangements 
were being made for grou; ownership of these agricultural implements. 
Attempts would also be made to supplement their income by helping them to 
set up poultry, dairy and other units. 


It was stated that the State Government had so far distributed vested land 
to a little over one million landless cultivators. Of the beneficiaries, 
al out 40% belonged to Scheduled Castes and 20% to Scheduled Tribes. Again, 
about 60% of the people whose names had been recorded for distribution of 
homestead land belonged to Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. 
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MEGHALAYA GOVERNMENT PROHIBITS NONTRIBAL HIRING 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 26 Jun 80 p 12 


| Text | Shillong, June 25,--The "general policy of the Meghalaya Govern- 
ment’ is not to take up major industrial projects like tea plantations in 
the State which will encourage inflow of labourers from other States on a 
large scale, the Chief Minister, Mr 8B. B. Lyngdoh announced in the House 
today. 


The tribals have developed a fear that the setting up of big industrial 
projects in the State would attract the attention of people from outside 
Meghalaya. This, they fear, will in the course of time upset the tribal 
character of the people. For this reason alone they opposed the extension 
of the railway l'ne from Gauhati to Bornihat, the setting up of an Army 
cantonment near Shillong as also rubber and coffee plantations. 


However, the Agriculture Minister, Mr Momin, said the State Government 
had grown tea in the Garo Hills on a trial basis and harvested a good crop. 


The controversial Bill, prohibiting employment of non-tribals in Megha- 
laya, was passed in the House today after a heated debate. 


Mr Martin Narayan Majaw from the Opposition was most vocal. He termed it 
the “saddest day" in the history of the House, as he felt that certain 
provisions of the Bill would go against the interests of the tribai people 
of the State. He offered to challenge the Chief Minister in a by-election 
from any constituency on this. 


Although there are five nontribal legislators in the Assembly, no one 
spoke a word during the discussion. The House paid eloquent tribute 

to the memory of Sanjay Gandhi and V. V. Giri, Members stood in silence 
for two minutes before the House was adjourned. 
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AVLATLON MINISTRY EVALUATING NEW TRAINER AIRCRAFT 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 28 Jun 80 pp 1, 7 


|Text) An American trainer aircraft, Cesena, is said to be the hot choice 
before the Union Government, looking for a replacement for the Pushpak 
trainer, 


The Aviation Ministry for some time now was evaluating various types of 
trainer crafts, and had in fact narrowed down its field to four manufac- 
turere=--the Cessna, Piper, the Beechcraft and the Rallye. 


Ac ording to sources, the Government may adopt the latest version of the 
Cessna-152 Standard or the Cessna 152 Aerobat which is a trainer as well 
a8 4 sports-model craft. There is only one Cessna-140 in India, which is 
operating in Jaipur. 


The move to introduce new aircraft in Indian aviation was made after the 
Union Government decided to "phase out" the HAL-built Pushpak which is 
not only used for army surveillance works but in all the 23 flying clubs 
throughout the country. 


The Pushpak, about 15 years old, was good for basic training purposes. 
The HAL has already stopped the production of this model. 


It is learnt that the Government intended to purchase Cessna-150 initially, 
but the Cessna manufacturers are themselves slowly phasing out the 20-year- 
old model. THe latest Cessna-152 is a double seat light cabin monoplane 
with a maximum level speed of 202 kmph and a cruising speed of 196 knph. 
The other 152 model is an aerobatic craft capable of unusual altitude 
manoeuvres. 


The other three have contending crafts have not yet been rejected as it 
was learnt that the Cessna manufacturers had some labour trouble and had 
laid off workers. Only recently they have restarted producing these planes. 


Meanwhile, various flying agencies are negotiating with the Government 
over the subsidy the flying clubs were receiving from the authorities. 











ihe Aero Club of India, which claims to be the mouthpiece of the flying 
lubs, has deminded a higher subsidy, which the Government reported!) 
hae not yet apreed, 


the tiving clube currently received about Ra 1/72 per flying hours ae sub 
sidy from the Government. The demand is to raise it to Re 230 per hour, 


Sources Claimed that the Government is also proposing a hike in the men 
bership fee. Students are at present paying Ke 50 as entrance charges. 


hose below 22 years pay Re 54 for every flying hour, and those above 2/, 
Ka Bj , 
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FOREIGN BALLOON LANDS--Calcutta, June 25--The West Bengal government has 
ordered a through inspection of "a huge polythene balloon" which landed 

in Sidhagara village under the Burrabazar police station in Purulia dis- 
trict on June 19. It contained "several quintals of leaflets" among other 
things. The report from the district authorities says that the balloon 
contained an electronic set, metallic powder inside a container with 
attached fuses, food and medicine. "All the items are of foreign make 

but the country of origin is not apparent, except that the electronic set 
bears American mark." The local police seized the balloon and its contents. 
[Text] |Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 26 Jun 80 p 1) 


PROMINENT NEWSMAN DIES--Bombay, June 25--Mr Norris Lindsay Emmerson, act- 
ing editor of THE STATESMAN, died of tongue cancer at the Tata Memorial 
Cancer Research Hospital here this morning. He was 67. He was cremated 
at the Chandanwadi crematorium. Mr Emmerson, the last English editor of 
an Indian newspaper, was named acting editor of THE STATESMAN on January 1 
after a 43-year association with the newspaper. He was born in Calcutta 
in 1912 and studied at King's College, Cambridge University. He joined 
the British Communist Party for a brief period but left it at the time of 
the Spanish civil war in 1937 saying he disagreed with violence. He also 
did a stint with THE TIMES, London. Mr Emmerson returned to Calcutta in 
1937 and joined THE STATESMAN as a subeditor. The next year he was 
appointed assistant editor, a post he held for 30 years before being pro- 
moted to deputy editor in 1969. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in 
English 26 Jun 80 p 1) 


ELECTRONIC UNITS AIDED--New Delhi, June 25: Two promotional projects are 
being launched in the industrial belt of Haryana to double the production 
of small and medium electronic units from the existing value of Rs 25 
crores per annum. An excellent infrastructural base has already been 
created in the state for the growth of the electronics industry. These 
two projects will take advantage of it to accelerate the pace of this 
industry's development. Besides, the Haryana State Industrial Develop- 
ment Corporation is providing a wide range of facilities in the shape of 
industrial plots, test and prototype development centres and financial 
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assistance, An electronic complex is also being developed at Dundahera 
hot tar trom Palam airport, An electronics teat and development centre 
in being set up in this complex with the help of the Union electronics 
department, The estimated coat of this is Re 50 lakhs. The prototype 
development and facilities centre to be set up near Ambala is to get UNDP 
assistance of 5810,000 for the import of prototype, testing instruments, 
training of engineers abroad and the services of a tew foreign engineers. 
This centre is expected to help a good deal in increasing the production 
of the 400 small and tiny scientific instruments unite in and around 
Ambala. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 26 Jun 80 p 5) 


ELECTRONICS ENGINEERS TOUR=<-Bombay, June 25--A team of 10 instrumentation 
engineers from various electricity boards, consulting engineering organi- 
sations and BHEL have left today for France and an intensive training of 
5 months to learn the control techniques adopted in France in running of 
the thermal power plants. The training has been organised by Keltron 
Controls (a division of Kerala State Electronics Development Corporation) 
and is sponsored by ACTIM (the French government agency for international 
technical cooperation). Keltron is already supplying instrumentation and 
control equipment for five units of 210 mw to Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and 
lamil Nadu electricity boards. Negotiations are also in progress with 
other electricity boards for supplying similar equipment manufactured 

in the Aroor factory of Keltron which is expected to go into commercial 
production by the end of this year. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA 
in English 26 Jun 80 p 86] 


GOLD LIN KERALA--Minor occurrences of gold had been reported trom severa: 
localities in northern Kerala. Minister in charge of steel and mines 
Pranab Mukherjee said in a written answer in the Lok Sabha on Friday, 
reports PTI. He said these included occurrences of primary gold in Kozhi 
kode and Cannanore districts forming the western part of Wynad gold field. 
Tenor of gold in the area was generally less than 2 to 3 grammes per tonne 
of ore. Occurrences of placer good in the Nilambur valley had also been 
investigated by the Geological Survey of India and a reserve of 8.5 mil- 
lion cubic metres of gravels with a capacity to yield 2,188 kgs of gold 
had been estimated. [Text] (|New Delhi PATRIOT in English 28 Jun 80 p 5) 


CIVIL AVIATION CHIEF--New Delhi, June 28--When Air Marshal Jaffar Zaheer 
quit as director-general of civil aviation, history repeated itself. 
Thirty-four years ago when his father, Syed Ali Zaheer, became a minister 
of communications in the interim government and was in charge of the civil 
aviation department. Sir Frederick Tymms, who was then the director-general 
of civil aviation, had to resign because of differences with the minister. 
Little did one realise that 34 years later his son would have to resign in 
similar circumstances. Air Marshal Jaffar Zaheer resigned a few days back 
because of differences with present minister for civil aviation. Sir 
Frederick was considered the father of civil aviation and he was DOCA 

for 14 years. Though Air Marshal Zaheer spent only a year and a half as 
DGCA, he is credited with having given a big push to the civil aviation 
department which for many years was the target of criticism for nonaction. 
[Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 29 Jun 80 p 5) 
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VAL REQUEST=-Hahrain, June 25 (UNI)==United Arab Emarates has asked India 
tu take steps to close down recruiting agencies which peddled visas and 
exploited indian workers, it was reported here. Emirates news agency WAM 
said yesterday the request was made by UAE Labour and Social Affairs Minis- 
ter Seif Al Jarwan, who is leading his country's delegation to the Inter- 
hational Labour Organisation conference in Geneva when he met his Indian 
counterpart there on Monday. Mr Jarwan explained provisions of new UAE 
law regulating immigrants labour, WAM said, Mr Jarwan had been invited 


to visit india in the near future, [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 
26 Jun 80 p 3) 


SOVIET OTL EXCHANGE=-Moscow, June 19,--The Soviet Union will supply India 
this year 200,000 tonnes of additional crude and 500,000 tonnes of high 
speed diesel oil in exchange for 500,000 tonnes of rice. An agreement 
covering the contracted supplies was signed here on Wednesday by the 
Indian Ambassador Mr I,K. Gujral and Mr I.T. Grishin Deputy Soviet 
Minister of Foreign Trade. While the Soviet Union will deliver the con- 
tracted supplies by the end of 1980, India will deliver about 250,000 
tonnes of rice by December and an equal amount by 1961. The Soviet Union 
has been traditionally supplying India certain quantities of crude and 
kerosene to meet part of the shortfall between the country's production 
and its actual requirements. Under the trade plan for 1980, India is to 
receive 1.5 million tonnes of crude, 960,000 tonnes of kerosene and 740,000 
tonnes of diesel. Supplies contracted yesterday against rice are in addi- 
tion to the trade plan provision.--PTI. [Text] [Madras THE HINDU in 
English 20 Jun 80 p 9] 


MADRAS AIRPORT CONSTRUCTION--Madras.--The International Airports Authority 
of India (TAAL) has started work on the resurfacing of the entire stretch 
of the main runway at the Madras airport at an estimated cost of Rs. 1 
crore. This project has been undertaken in view of the complaints from 
airline pilots and operators about the “slippery nature" of the runway due 
to “bleeding of bitumen" in rainy conditions as well as during summer. 
[Excerpt] [Madras THE HINDU in English 20 Jun 80 p 11) 


INDLAN AIRLINES BOARDS--New Delhi, June 19.--The Government has reconsti- 
tuted with immediate effect the boards of directors of Air India and 
Indian Airlines, for a period of two years. Air India will have ten mem- 
bers on the board and Indian Airlines nine members. The following are the 
members of the Air India Board: Mr Charanjit Singh, MP, C.B. Jain, Direc- 
tor General of Tourism, Air Chief Marshal I.H. Latif, Chief of Air Staff, 
Field Marshal S.F. H.J. Manekshaw, Mr A.H. Mehta, Chairman-cum-Managing 
Director, Indian Airlines, Mr B.D. Panda, Industrialist, Mr S. Ramanathan, 
Chairman, TAAL, Mr J.R&.D. Tata, industrialist and Mr B. Venkataraman, 
Secretary, Ministry of Tourism and Civil Aviation. Indian Airlines Board: 
Mr A.H. Mehta, Mr Charanjit Singh, Mr A.N. Haksar, industrialist, Mr C.B. 
Jain, Air Chief Marshal Latif, Mr M.S. Oberoi, industrialist, Mr Raghu Raj, 
Chairman-cum-Managing Directors. Air India, Mr S. Ramanathan, and Mr B. 
Venkataraman.--UNI. [Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English 20 Jun 80 p 11) 
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ViW PT) CHATRMAN==Hombay, June 26-=Mr P,K. Roy, publisher the AMRITA BAZAR 
PATRIKA, Caleutta, was today elected chairman of the Press Trust of India, 
reports PTI, Mr Roy succeeds Mr K.M. Mathew who has been chairman from 
june 1979, Mr Mathew today spoke of the prospect of "an unexpected and 

a big increase in wage burden" on the company as a result of the inclu- 
sion of news agencies within the scope of the Palekar tribunal and said 
that PTI was bound to face "difficult questions of resources." Address- 
ing the 32nd annual general meeting of the company, Mr Mathew noted that 
the additional burden was coming at a time when development of the agency 


required tight control of expenditure, [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA 
in English 27 Jun 80 p 9) 


MAHARASHTRA BYELECTLON-=<Bombay, June 27-=-Mr Murlidhar Chandrakant Bhancare 
ot the Congress (1) was today declared elected unopposed to the Rajya 
Sabha in a by-election from the Maharashtra assembly constituency. Mr 
Bhandare's was the only nomination to be filed, The election was caused 
by the resignation of Mr Vithalrao Gadgil after his election to the Lok 
Sabha in January. Eight candidates were left in the field for six Rajya 
Sabha seats from the assembly constituency today on the last day of with- 
drawals. For the ten seats in the council, 13 candidates were left in 

the field. The Rajya Sabha election is scheduled for July 4 and the coun- 
cil election for July 7. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 

28 Jun 80 p 13) 


NEW UPPER HOUSE MEMBERS--New Delhi, June 27 (PT1)--Eleven of the 64 can- 
didates now left in the field for 45 seats in the Rajya Sabha were declared 
elected unopposed in the biennial elections being held in eight of the 

nine states where assembly elections were held recently. Of those elected 
unopposed, six were from Tamil Nadu and five from Madhya Pradesh. four 
Congress (1) Candidates and one Bharatiya Janata party candidates were 
returned unopposed to the Rajya Sabha from Madhya Pradesh. Four Congress 
(1)-candidates were also elected unopposed in the by-elections to the Rajya 
Sabha from three states on the final day of withdrawals. Of them, two 
were from UP--Mr Dinesh Singh, former external affairs minister and Mr Nar 
Singh Narain Pandey--and one each from Maharashtra (Mr Murlidhar Chandra 
Kant Bhandare) and Madhya Pradesh (Mr Rajendra Singh). Those elected from 
Tamil Nadu are: Mr R. Ramakrishnan, former sheriff of Madras, Mr R. Mohan- 
rangam, former MP and Mr Hira Chand (all AIADMK), Mr M.S. Ramachandran 
(Cong-1), Mr L. Ganesan (DMK) and Mr M. Kalyansundaram (CPI), former MP. 
[Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 28 Jun 80 p 9) 


ENVOY TO UK--New Delhi, June 27--Dr Seyid Mohammed, a former minister of 
state at the Centre and a leading lawyer, has been appointed India's high 
commissioner to Great Britain. He was the minister of state for law at 
the Centre and earlier the advocate-general in Kerala. He is the author 
of several law books and a skillful parliamentarian. Mr G.S. Dhillon, a 
former speaker of the Lok Sabha, has been appointec high commissioner to 
Canada. As speaker, Mr Dhillon represented India at various international 
conferences. Dr A.M. Khusro, an economist and former vice-chancellor of 
Aligarh Muslim University, is likely to be appointed Ambassador to West 
Germany. While most of the posts at heads of major Indian missions abroad 
have been filled, now an ambassador to the United States is yet to be 
appointed. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 28 Jun 80 p 9) 
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KASHMIR LEADER ARRESTED==In Srinagar, the Islamic Youth Conference convened 





lor today by the Jamait-e-Tulba is not taking place. The state government 
has already banned it. Tajumal Islam, president of the Tulba, along with 
two of his associates, were arrested in the early hours of this morning. 
The Inspector General of Police told all India radio correspondent that 
Tajumal Islam, against whom arrest warrants were issued, was in hiding for 
the past 5 days. [Text] [BK220431 Delhi Domestic Service in English 


0240 GMT 22 Aug 80] 


CALCUTTA MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS--Elections for the 104 municipalities in West 
Bengal would be held in December, Mr Prasanta Sur Minister for Local Self 
Government said in Calcutta on Saturday. Although municipal elections 

are to be held every five years, elections to the 104 municipalities will 
be held after 12 years this time. Mr Sur said that the decision to hoid 
the Calcutta Corporation elections would be taken only after the Presi- 
dent gave his assent to the Calcutta Municipal Act. He announced that the 
preliminary electoral rolls of the Chandernagore Municipal Corporation and 
all the municipalities in the State excluding Howrah, Bally, Cahkdah, 
Kharagpur, Habra, Beldanga, Jadavpur and Burdwan would be published on 
July 1. A complete copy of the electoral roll of each municipality would 
be available for inspection for 15 days from July 1. [Text] [Calcutta 
THE SUNDAY STATESMAN in English 29 Jun 80 p 3] 


DISPUTED ISLAND SURVEY--New Delhi, June 23--India has offered to make 
available to Bangladesh data on a newly surfacing island in the Bay of 
Bengal, according to official sources, reports UNI. The Indian offer is 
in response to a suggestion by the Bangladesh Government for a “joint 
survey" of the new Moore Island off Sunderbans, West Bengal. The rise of 
the newland mass in the Bay was first reported by the U.S. earth resources 
technology satellites in 1974, It has an area of 1.5 sq km. The sources 
said the data on the basis of which India has made its claim "can be made 
available to the Bangladesh authorities for study." A report from Dacca 
last week quoted the Bangladesh Foreign Minister, Mr Shamsul Huq, as 
saying that India and his country should make a joint survey of the island 
to decide its ownership. Mr Huq, who was speaking to reporters at Kurmi- 
tola airport on return from London, said his Government believed that the 
island was "inside" Bangladesh. [Text] [Calcutta THE SUNDAY STATESMAN 

in English 29 Jun 80 p 12] 
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PAPER COMMENTS ON ANTL=MUSLIM RLOTS IN LNDIA 
BK210931 Karachi DAWN in English 17 Aug 80 p 5 
(Editorial: "Anti-Muslim Riots Again") 


[Text] The latest round of anti-Muslim violence in India will be widely 
deplored. Only time will tell whether these remain sporadic outbursts of 
communal frenzy or turn out to be the precursor of a new wave of communal 
killings throughout India. Of the t..ree cities where Muslims have been 
killed and burnt alive, Moradabad in UP is the worst affected. The 

officials have already conceded 86 dead, while the Press Trust of India 

has put the death toll, which invariably means the Muslim death toll, at 

115. Unofficial sources, of course, put the number of dead at a staggering 
300. Killing on this scale is inconceivable without prior planning and 
organisation. There are influential political elements in India which have 
a stake in perpetuating a climate of communal antagonism and which expect to 
earn political dividends by wiping up anti-Muslim frenzy. An impartial 
enquiry into the killing should unmask and identify those who were responsi- 
ble. But one notes with horror the role played by the law-enforcing agencies 
in the shedding of Muslim blood. In both Delhi and Moradabad, the clash 
developed directly between the Muslims and the police, and, in both cases, 
the victims were returning after performing prayers. In Morabad, specially, 
the police role appears to have been one of a party to the dispute and not 

of a state agency working to maintain public peace and order with impar- 
tiality. In fact, the police in Moradabad seems to have organised the riot 
rather than to have tried to quell it. Otherwise, how else in logic could 
one justify the fact that the police fired point-blank on a crowd of peaceful 
worshippers’? And even if it is assumed that the pig theory was wrong and the 
police did not actually play the mischief, the very fact that the Muslims 
should consider the police responsible for the sacrilege of the Eidgah 

shows the reputation of the police with the Indian Muslims. In Delhi, too, 
the police fired on a crowd of Muslims returning from the Jama Masjid after 
the Friday prayers, their main fault being that they carried black flags in 
sympathy for the Moradabad victims. 


[t is now entirely up to the Indian government to realise the gravity of the 
situation. If the Moradabad massacre does not lead to prompt and suitable 
action against those responsible for the bloodshed, specially those of them 
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who wear the police uniform, it will weaken whatever faith be muslims 

may have in the impartiality of the official law-enforcement agency and 
greatly embolden those who may have more ambitious plans of this kind for 

the future. Secularism is India's official creed. Normally this should 

rule out discrimination, persecution and oppression directed against any 
class of Indians for reasons of their faith and religious belief. But to 

put it mildly, in practice Muslims have not benefited by the protession of 
secularism. They are not only disadvantaged in several ways; their Lives 

and honour are too often endangered owing to the failure of the administra- 
tion and the custodians of order and public peace to afford them full protec- 
tion against the activities of fanatics. One can accept the fact that strong 
pockets of vicious communalism have come as a legacy to the neighbouring 
country. One might also grant that politically motivated bigotry is a fact 
of Lite one cannot abolish straightaway. But the least one expects from a 
country claiming to adhere to secularism is that the administration will 
discharge its responsibility to protect the lives, honour and property of 

the members of religious minorities without fear or favour and that its 
agencies will perform their functions without partisanship. 


CSO: 4220 END 














END OF 
FICHE 
DATE FILMED 








